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Oldest African-Anterican church in Bulloch celebrates milestone
Antioch Missionary comm morate heritage
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Janice Strickland
From:

Smith C. Banks [cbanks@nctv.com]

Sent:

Tuesday, January 23, 2007 9:29 PM

To:

Janice Strickland; Marvin Goss

Subject: Fw: Ashes Branch Church const. 1846

Hello Janice and Marvin,
Elder Hamilton sent this information to me. I thought
you all might like to have a copy of his research for your
files.
Smith

------------------------------

----- Original Message ----From: R. Keith Hamilton
To: Smith C. Banks ; Emerson Proctor ; Alfred Chassereau
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2007 4:27 PM
Subject: Ashes Branch Church const. 1846

Friends,
Please give the following a look-see. I would like to hear back your comments and observations. I have
about exhausted all that can be done on the subject of Ash Branch's constitution, but I am satisfied with
the results.
Elder R. Keith Hamilton
11111 Arcola Road
Brooklet, GA 30415
January 23, 2007
Dear Sirs,
A more precise fix of the constitution date of Ash Branch Church has been a principle objective of my research
over the last year or so. I am now content to lay it to rest with a definitive conclusion that is satisfactory to the
empirical evidence. I have systematically exhausted all of the publicly available church documents and
association records that could include information about the early history of Ash Branch Church. I am
disappointed to report that the Church was organized at a much later date than anyone has previously suggested.
All claims to the contrary notwithstanding, direct evidence shows that Ash Branch Church was constituted no
earlier than 1846 and that it was established as an arm of the Lower Black Creek Church, Bryan County. The first
appearance of "Ashe's Branch", or any other body that could reasonably be construed as a precursor, in any
association minutes is in the October, 1846 session of the Canoochee (see Canoichee) Association. It appears no
earlier than February, 1850 in the minutes of the Upper Black Creek Church, and no earlier still in any other
available church records.
In the October, 1846 minutes of the Canoochee Association, Ashes Branch Church is reported to be in Bulloch
County and had 12 members. The church must have been organized shortly before the meeting of the association,
as there are no additions or subtractions from the membership which tended to be very fluid and dynamic. There
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Ch rch celebra es cen ennial
A local establishment will be hav
ing a centennial celebration this
month.
The Rev. E. G. Callender pastor
and members of the Greater Bethel
A.M.E.-·Church will be acknowledg
ing 1o&;,years of religious growth
Nov.10-16.
Highlighting the week-long event
will be a banquet, ov. 15 at
Statesboro High School at 7:30 p.m.
Keynote speaker will be the
honorable U.S. District Court Judge
Alcee · Lamar Hasting.5 of the
Southern District of Florida.
The service will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Visiting
ministers for the week will include
the Rev. Jasper . Drew, Bethel
A.M.E. Church, Savannah, 1onday;
the Rev. W. L. James., ML Zion and
Jerusalem A.M.E. Churches,
Statesboro, Tuesday; the Rev.
Charles W.- Purnell, St. Phillip
A.M.E. Church, Savannah, Wednes
day; Dr. C.W. Pitts, pastor, St.
Phillip Monumental A.M.E. Church,
Savannah, Thursday; and the Rev.
Gregory Eason, pastor, St. James.
A.M.E. Church, Thomson, Friday.
· Other honored guests include former
ministers: the Rev. C . .M. Huff, the
Rev. Isaac McCormick, the Rev. ·
A.J. Patterson and the Rev. Claude

Greater Bethel A.M.E. Church
Cobb.
Sunday morning service will com
mence at 11 with Dr. E. L.
Strickland delivering the sermon.
The Rev. Dr. Frederick H. Talbot,

b,::,,iviJ, .;ixth Epi::;copal D1slncL, 1s
the distinguished speaker for the 3
p.m. service at Greater Bethel
A.M.E. Church. The public is invited
to attend these services.

By Scott Garner
Herald Staff Writer
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It's a scene that would play
well in Hollywood: a church,
located next to a high-crime
project, struggling to survive
and flourish despite its loca
tion.
That's the situation for
Statesboro's Greater Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal
Church and its pastor, the Rev
erend Richard Yancey. Nestled
about 200 feet from Butler
Homes, an area police say has a
greater than normal amount of
criminal activity, Greater
Bethel tries to provide light to
an area with a sometimes dark
reputation.
Yancy is a tall man with a
deep but soft voice. He hails
from Decatur, near Atlanta,
and came to Greater Bethel
about a year ago. He hopes he's
the man who can help restore
the church to its former glory,
but he knows the job won't be
easy.
"It's my understanding that
in years past, this used to be
one of the florishing churches
in the area," said Yancey. "But
in past years, not having a full
time pastor hurt."
But Yancey isn't concentrat
ing on the negatives. Instead,
he's striving to make his church
a vital part of the community
again. To do that, he moved to
Statesboro so that he could be
available to the parishioners
full-time. Before Yancey came
to greater Bethel, the church
was using out-of-town preach
ers.
"That's preaching, but not
pastoring," said Yancey.
With Greater Bethel's con
gregation shrinking, Yancey
addressed the need to make his
church stable. He began work
ing to undo some of the damage
caused by such a long period
with no pastor.
"The congregation has suf
fered not having a pastor, so
we're in the process of rebuild
ing, so to speak," said Yancey.
"There's a lot of work to be
done."
That work includes going
into Butler Homes to minister
and setting up a tutorial pro
gram for children during the
school year. So far, the
response has been fairly slow
from the youth, but Yancey
· feels that new, young church
members are the key to revital
izing the church.
"We believe that if we have
no youth in the church, we have
a dying church," said Yancey.
One of the obstacles facing
Yancey and Greater Bethel

DAVID ROGERS/Staff

The congregation of Greater Bethel African Methodist Epis
copal Church struggles to stay a vital part of the community,
despite declining membership and a neighborhood where crime
is a problem.
comes from being located near
Butler Homes, which was the
scene of a murder on May 26 of
this year. It's an unfair disad
vantage, Yancey says.
"I think there's a stigma that
comes with the church being in
the location that it is, which is
unfair, as I see it, because the
church has a purpose in the
community, regardless of
where it's located," said
Yancey. "We're trying to
change that image."
Yancey is also aware of the
need of the church to speak to
the people of Butler Homes and
tell them that life doesn't end
in the projects.
"If the church isn't going to
speak out and be the agent of
change, who is?" Yancey asks.
What Yancey does not want
is a quick-fix solution to prob
lems that have taken years to
develop.
"I'm not talking about some-

thing that's going to pacify the
situation for the moment, but
solutions that are going to
empower people to have a high
er self-esteem and empower
people to want to do something
for themselves.
"I believe that just because
a person is from the projects
doesn't mean they are of the
projects. If you can have high
expectations of yourself and set
goals, then you can pull your
self up."
That goes for churches too.
With some luck and a lot of
work by Yancey and his congre
gation, the pastor belie-ves the
church could one day be full
again.
"I see a church that has vari
ous ministries that are speak
ing directly to the needs of the
community. There are people
that are suffering and the
church needs to be a healing
agent."

-• •
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Ga..blacks start
AME churches
( ote: This is the fo11rth
and final article in as ri
on the history of Methodi t
in the nation, the south and
Bulloch ounty.)
From the ery begin
.
rung of Ameri n religiou
hi tory, do ument how
that the pr ence of lav
in white church , a n't
alway we) omed. At aint
George'
ethodi t
Epi copal hur h in
Philadelphia in 1787. Many
white on id r d them "a
nui nee in the hou of
wor hip'�
Therefore, Jacob Fortie
held a meeting of con
cerned bla k Methodi t at
hi hou e In Belair in I 787.
Th e men formed "The
Colored Methodi t
iety''.
They fir t a mbled in the
bootbla k cellar of Caleb
Hyland' hou e'on
Baltimore and Calvert
Street
. Another 1 caJ prea her,
Richard Allen, rganized
'.'The Fre African
iety''
m 1816. He convinced the
leader of five bla k hur h
t! t� pa , the foUo, ing re.
?lutton: We have thought
it b t to pro ure for ourelv a parate place in
which to a mble; there
fore, we invite aU our ol
ored Methodi t brethr n
who think we do' to ,;or-

Bulloch
History

Roger
Allen
·Hi gr up a quired the
u
f a building n Fi h
treet in Philadelphia when
they etabli hed what fir
b came known a "The Fi 1
treet eeting House�
From thi me ting came
the African Methodi t
Epi opal hurch (
).
Allen became the fir t bi h
op of the �E church.
Thi group quickly
became the large t body of
Black ethodi t in orth
America. The AME me
fir t to outh Carolina in
1863, and by 1865 AME
mi ionari had arrived in
Georgia to pread
d'
word to the newly free
lave .
The cond larg t Blac
denomination, th Afri an
Methodist Epi opal Zi n
Chur h (AMEZ), wa
e tabli hed in 1ew York in
1796. Freed lav who were
member of the John treet
Meth i t Epi opal
hurch were regularly
refu � a pla� to wor hip
al ng 1de thetr white
br�thren. They, therefore,
built their own chur h in
1821, which they nam d
"Zion.�

Y,

By the beginning of the
ivil \ ar (1861-65), church
member hip among lav
had grown to er elev n
thousand. In l 64 AMEZ
mi ionari arrived in the
outh under the lead r hip
of Jame \ alker Hood
After the Civil War, form r
la e who had been mem
ber of the Methodist
Epi opal Chur h, outh
(
ES) began joining the
aU-bla k AME and AMEZ
hurche.
In r pon e, bla k M ES
leader created a black
hurch with tie to MCES
at a meeting in Jackson,
Tenne c. t fir t called
"The Colored Methodi t
Epi copal hur h" ( ME),
the nam was hanged in
I 954 to "The Chri tian
M thodist Epi copaJ
hur h."
The CME hur h, with
it own publi hin house
peri di J , educati nal '
in tituti n and mi ionary
outreach, quickly became
the fifth large t eth di t
body in Ameri . ot ur
pri ingly, over time the
ME forged do e tie with
both AME and AMEZ
Churche , and ught to
eparate its If from the pre
dominantly white ME

VEM B R 23, 200 - 3tt
In Bull ch County, two
of the fir t Bia k
th di t
congregation w re the
Zion and Bethel African
ethodi t Epi copal
hur h . In I 869, John W.
Kearney gave two a r of
land (bounded on three
id by hi own land) t
tru tee George Wil on,
Meyer Eason, ila Knight
for the purpo e of erecting
an African Methodi t
Epi opal Church in
Bulloch Coun� Here, they
erect d the Zion AME
hurch.
· Then, in 1886, a
R, ver nd ray tarted an
Afr'can Methodi
Epi opal
iety in
t re boro. They met at
fir t in the old Whitfield
Bia ksmith hop. The on
gregation bought land three
year later on Bullo h
treet, wh re they built a
new church they named
aint John A!\ilE Chur h.
After that church burned
down, they b ught a lot on
John on treet, wher they
built another church, that
they then named Bethel
AME hur h

Roger Allen is a local
lo� r of history. Allen pro
vides a brief look at Bulloch
ounty's historical past. E
mail Roger at roger
dodger53@hotmail.com

roll was called. Upon request, Bro. L L. Conley was granted a letter of
dismission to unite with Corinth Baptist Church. A bill of one dollar was
presented by Bro. W. T. Dominey. This bill was for cleaning out the well on
the church grounds and was paid by the members of the conference.
As the revival services was to begin on Sunday after the above date, it
was agreed that the conference remain unclosed on through the meeting.
And further Bro. L. J. Swinson was asked to take charge of the song services
during the serease of meeting. This he agreed to do with the help and
cooperation of the church. Then the hours for meeting was fixed for eleven
in the morning and eight in the evening. "Dismission"
L. J. Swinson, Mod.
Russie L. Prosser, C. C.
REVIVAL MEETING FOR JULY, 1925
The Revival Services was conducted by Rev. J.P. McGraw of
Tennell, Ga. Who did so in a very pleasant and tasteful manner. He
appearantly delivered each Sermon will the earnestness of his heart and soul.
We feel greatful to our Pastor for having secured his service and then we
wish to thank God for having sent him to us. The meeting came to a close
on Friday evening closing with that service.
As a church we wish to thank God and to give Him the honor and the
praise for those who came to be members for Him with us.
Viz: by Baptism: Miss Dalzie Ellis, Miss Mary Lou Scott, Mrs. Walter
Jones, Mrs. Ellen Redd, Mrs. Charley Waters, Mrs. Marcus D. Watson.
Watch care: Laremoore & Wife, Walter Jones, Mitchell Collins & Wife,
__Youngblood.
Russie L. Prosser, C. C.
Mrs. Marcus D. Watson declined Baptism. Therefore she was not received
into fellowship.

***

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH -AUGUST 22, 1925
The clerk being absent L. J. Swinson was elected Clerk Pro-tern.
Delegates to Union meeting, R. E. Parrish, L. E. Hotchkiss and Frank
Smith.
Voted to have an all day sing 4� Sunday in Sttptember with dinner on
the grounds.

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH -MAY 11, 1931
After preaching by pastor church met in regular conference.
After some discussion motion was made and carried to have protracted
meeting begin week after second Sunday in July with pastor doing the
preaching.
No further business conference adjourned.
P. W. Stuart, Mod.
Frank Smith, C. C.

•••
THERE WERE NO CONFERENCE NOTES FROM MAY 11, 1921 UNTIL
JANUARY 9, 1932. THE MAY CONFERENCE IS AT THE TOP OF THE
PAGE AND THE JANUARY CONFERENCE IS AT THE BOTTOM OF
THE PAGE SO IT WAS NOT A MATTER OF LOST PAGES. NO
CONFERENCE NOTES WERE WRITTEN DOWN FOR JUNE, JULY,
AUGUST, SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER NOVEMBER, OR DECEMBER,
1931

•••

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH - JANUARY 9, 1932
After preaching by W. J. Stockton church held regular conference.
. On request Bro. Walter Jones & Wife was given their church letters.
The church voted to call a pastor second Saturday in February.
No other business conference adjourned.
W. J. Stockton, Mod.
L. E. Hotchkiss, C. C.

•••

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH -FEBRUARY 13, 1932
After preaching by W. J. Stockton church held regular conference.
W. J. Stockton was unanimously called as Pastor for this year.
No other business conference adj.
W. J. Stockton, Mod.
L. E. Hotchkiss, C. C.

•••

SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
STATESBORO, GEORGIA

OCTOBER 24, 1976
HORNING WORSHIP SERVICES 11:00 A.H.
Prelude
"I Am Thine,

Hymn

0

Lord"

349

Invocation
Welcome and Recognition

.Rev. Jesse F. Knight

Hymn

"Amazing Grace"·

Special Music

NEWFOLK

"He Included He"

Special Music
Sermon
Hymn

Brewton-Parker College
Hr. Herman Nessmith

Church History
Hymn

188

NEWFOLK

194

Brewton-Parker College
Dr. J. Robert Smith

"Lord, I Am Coming Home"

Benediction

237

Hr. Paul E. Nessmith
12:30 P.H.
LUNCH AND FELLOWSHIP

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH

Bethel Baptist Church was organized on September 29 1901 with 25
members. The a sociation minutes of 1945 indicate that the church a one
room wood building, was built in 1902 in the We t ide community 6.3 miles
from Bulloch County Courthou e in Statesboro, Georgia.
Roy mith wrote the history of Bethel Bapti t Church for the 50th
th
Anniversary of the church. On the 75 Anniver ary of the church, Hennan
Nessmith recorded the growth changes and events of the church for the
preceding 25 year .
As the 99 th Anniver ary approaches, we have 5 living members and 1
non-member who remember the days in the 1920's, growing up in the
church and community. They include Hamp mith, age 98, of Brooklet, Ga
and Bethel church members Paul Nessmith, Eloise Nessmith, Annie Laura
Wildenradt, Ollie Ma Jernigan, and John Paul Tyson.
The member hip began to decline in the 1970's and was at rock
bottom in 1998 with 8 active members and the threat of the doors clo ing.
Pa tor Dor ey Horton retired and the membership was in a desperate
ituation of whether to close the church or try to hire a preacher. They
called available pastors to preach on Sunday hoping to find one that felt he
could increase church membership.
During December 1998, Reverend Julian Ward was asked to preach
and again in January 1999. The church members asked Reverend Julian
Ward to become pastor of Bethel. Julian and his wife June Akins Ward
accepted the positions of pastor and musicians at Bethel on February 7,
1999. Since they came great things have happened at the church. God's
blessings are over flowing in attendance, membership, offerings and interest
from pass members and community families.
During 1999, we installed a new heating and air conditioning sy tern
covered the anctuary and Sunday school rooms with vinyl siding, and
installed a new sound system. A new sign was purchased and the old
wrought iron ign was placed near the church teps. We now have Sunday
school and preaching services every Sunday morning. We are overjoyed that
our church membership has grown from 8 familie to 20 active families in

BETI-IEL BAPTIST CI-IURCH

•

.�

Fellowship !Jail (2000)

�

"i.>

-

Sanctuary (1902)

Westside Highway Statesboro, Georgia
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ORGANIZED SEPTEMBER 29, 1901
HISTORY AND MEMORIES
WRITTEN .FOR THE 100TH CENTENNIAL
SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 3, 2001
TRANSCRIBED AND WRITTEN BY:
SALLY ANN AKINS DEAL

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH MINUTES - PEOPLE
MRS. EMMA H. ALDERMAN
Mrs. Emma H. Alderman was born in Barnwell, South
Carolina on Nov. 13 t\ 1844. She joined Friendship Baptist
Church of South Carolina at the age of 14. Two years later
she moved with her parents from South Carolina to Tatnell
County, Georgia, placing her membership with Mt. Zion
Church. Later moving near Ohoopee she carried her letter
there.
On October 6, 1880, she was married to Mitchell
Alderman, making her home in Bulloch County. She
placed her membership with Friendship Baptist Church and
after a number of years there she moved it to Bethel where
it remained until her death.
We, as a committee of Bethel Baptist Church come to
pay our humble tribute to the new-made grave of our dear
sister. E. H. A. whom the Alwise God saw fit to take from
us February 8, 1926. We note that early in life she found
the pearl of great price and by faith declared her allegiance
to Christ. She bore testimony that religion was no coming
of devised fable, but a living reality. Christ to her was
precious because she lived a life of trust relying upon the
promise of him who said that he was the way, the truth, and
the life and would never forsake those who put their trust in
him.
She lived a blameless life worthy of emulation. She
loved the cause of Christ and was devoted to the church he
saved with his on precious blood. She delighted in
conversing on spiritual things and kingdom affairs. Her
will was to do the master's will. Through her many lives

History of Bethel Baptist Church
Westside Road, Statesboro, GA
Organized September 29, 1901
Based on the record provided by Roy Smith and updated
by the late Herman Nessmith. Courtesy of Paul Nessmith.
Under the leadership ofB. D. Nessmith, B. I. Swinson, and pemaps
others, four acres ofland was purchased from Columbus C. Deal.
According to the records in the office ofthe Clerk ofSuperior Court
on July 18, 1901, this four acres ofland was deeded to B. I. Swinson, B. D.
Nessmith, Henry R. Hodges, and their successors. They were appointed
trustees ofthe land for church purposes. The land ·was purchased for a sum
of$28. These records were obtained from Book 14, page 272 ofSuperior
Court Records.
The land is described as follows: All that tract ofland lying and
being in the 1320th Georgia Militia District ofBulloch County, Georgia, and
bounded as follows:
On the South by lands ofAncHAlderman, and on the West by lands
ofJohn Campbell. The said tract containing four acres and being in
the form ofa square.
According to records, four men contributed $7 each to purchase this
church site. The men were:B. I. Swinson, Wyley Nessmith, B. D. Nessmith,
and W. W. Nessmith:
On September 29, 1901, a group ofBaptists met at the home ofB. D.
Nessmith with the purpose oforganizing a church.
The following is a copy ofthe original record ofthe organizational service:
Bethel Church was organized September 29, 1901.
Reverend W. M. Hursey preached the 11 O'clock sermon. The text
was taken from Chapter 13 verse 19 ofthe Book ofLuke. Brother B.
F. Hogan was made clerk. The Council Meeting was held at the
home ofB. D. Nessmith.
The following is a list ofrepresentative churches and members representing
the churches at the constituting organization:
Friendship Crurch
Robert Chester, Abel Cason, Thomas Woodcock, Thomas White,
Adam Woodcock, John S. Skinner, Walter Bunch, Henry Bunch,
Luke Woods, George F. Emitt, John Campbell, Joseph Whitaker, and
Joseph Woodcock.

PASTORS
REV.B.F.HOGAN-1901-1905
REV.WILLIAM HURSEY-1905-1906
REV.A.H.STAPLER-1906-1907
REV.C.B.JONES-1907-1908
REV.J.J.MILLER-1908-1909
REV.T.J.COBB-1909-1914
REV.S.A.McDANIEL-1914-1918
REV.C.E.THOMAS-1918-1919
REV.T.J.COBB-1919-1920
REV.J.E.TAYLOR-1920-1921
REV.W.H.ROBINSON-1921-1922
REV.W.J.STOCKTON-1922-1926-REV.T.P.SIEBERMAN - 1926-MAY 11, 1930
REV.P.W.STWART-AUG.9, 1930-MAY, 1931
REV.W.J.STOCKTON-1931-1934�
(CONTINUED IN NEW BOOK)

This item is under copyright protection.
To view the material, please visit the Statesboro-Bulloch County Library.
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A list of colored members at Dethlehem
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,
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Some of the earliest members besides those members who founded
the church (1841-186))1
Elizabeth, artin
Susannah rach
Thomas age, Elizabeth Page
Asbury , odises
'ary Brannen
Jesse oore
Rebecca oore
·arah Ann Rigdon
Emery oore
Sarah Ann Hodges
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Charnick Fletcher
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BETHLEHEM
PRIMITIVE BAPTIST
CHURCH
Organl zed

1841

BETHLEHEM PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
STATESBORO, GEORGIA
SESQUICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCE
JUNE 15, 1841 - JUNE 15, 1991
and
DEDICATION OF FELLOWSHIP BUILDING

services each Sunday at 11 a. m. (except 5th)
Conference meeting - Saturday morning
before 3rd Sunday at 11 a. m.

Pastor

Elder Norvel P. Mann
103 Valley Road - Apt. 54
Statesboro, GA 30458
Telephone:(Home) 912-489-2082
(Church) 912-865-5466

J

Deacons
James A. (Jim) Cason
Harvey Deal
James w. Deal
William E. Deal
Wyman Hendrix
William Hinely

Clerk

Tony Tyson

14 - State boro Herald - Saturdav. Tune 8. 1991

RELIGION
Local church turns 150 years old

SPECIAL PHOTO

Bethleh m Primitive Baptist Church
founded June 15, 1841.
The 3,200 square-foot FeUow hip h II · th church' mo t recent
addition.

